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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 19519 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: SEATO, TH, RP 

SUB J : 20TH SEATO COUNCIL MEETING 

REF: STATE 216334 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 15 CHARGE RAISED THE DISPUTE OVER THE SEATO 
COUNCIL MEETING COMMUNIQUE WITH KOSON SINTHAWANON, DIRECTOR 
GENERAL FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS IN THE MINISTRY OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS. CHARGE NOTED THAT WE WILL SUPPORT THAI DESIRE TO HAVE 
COMMUNIQUE REAFFIRM COMMITMENT TO MANILA PACT DURING THE 
COUNCIL SESSION BUT DO NOT BELIEVE IT WOULD BE HELPFUL FOR US 
TO TAKE THE LEAD IN PRESSURING THE PHILIPPINES. KOSON SAID HE 
FULLY UNDERSTOOD. THE RTG STRONGLY FAVORS RETAINING THE MANILA 
PACT. AT LEAST FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL YEARS AND IS HIGHLY 
ANNOYED THAT THE PHILIPPINES IS MAKING AN ISSUE OF THIS. KOSON 
NOTED THAT THE PHILIPPINES CAN AFFORD TO SCRAP THE MANILA PACT 
SINCE IT HAS A BILATERAL SECURITY AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES. 
THAILAND DOES NOT AND THEREFORE ATTACHES GREAT IMPORTANCE TO 
CONTINUATION OF THE TREATY. KOSON SAID THE RTG WOULD RAISE 
THIS MATTER WITH THE PHILIPPINES IN THE NEAR FUTURE, PROBABLY 
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IN NEW YORK. HE SAID THEY WOULD MUCH APPRECIATE OUR SUPPORT 
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IN DISCUSSING THE MATTER WITH THE GOP AFTER THAT!. AND HAD MADE 
ITS PITCH. 

2. CHARGE MADE NO COMMITMENT BUT SAID HE WOULD REPORT THIS 
REQUEST TO WASHINGTON. BELIEVE IT WOULD BE USEFUL FOR US TO 
SUPPORT THAILAND’S DEMARCHE TO ROMULO. SUGGEST DEPARTMENT 
REMAIN IN CONTACT WITH ANANT ON THIS. HE MAY WELL BE THE ONE 
TO TAKE THE LEAD. 
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